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I C feature

Silicon Valley resident Ravi Krish-
namurthy is the Vice President of the 
LibForAll Foundation, an organization 

whose mission is complex but can be stated 
simply: to fight Islamist extremism globally.

Based in both Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina and Jakarta, Indonesia, LibForAll 
was founded in 2003 by the late former In-
donesian President Abdurrahman Wahid and 
American businessman C. Holland Taylor.

Before Wahid became the President of 
Indonesia, he was the long-time president of 
the Nahdlatul Ulama, the largest Muslim or-
ganization in the world, with tens of millions 
of members.

LibForAll is the largest player in the fight 
against Islamist extremism in Indonesia, and 
is now expanding its reach globally.

Indonesia has the highest Muslim popula-
tion (about 200 million, accounting for over 
88% of the countryõs population) of any coun-
try on the planet; and Indonesia is considered 
by many observers to be the worldõs biggest 
success story with respect to preventing Mus-
lim radicalization and terrorism. Indonesia 
has prevented widespread radicalization and 
has successfully marginalized Jemmah Islami-
yyah, the most prominent Indonesian terror-
ist movement.

And a huge part of that successñand per-
haps the key to fighting Islamist extremist ter-
rorism in other parts of the worldñlies in the 
work of LibForAll, an organization The Weekly 
Standard calls òthe worldõs most potent and 
innovative anti-extremist network.ó

And that work has nothing to do with 
hunting down and capturing terrorists.

Krishnamurthy was formerly an electrical 
engineer and entrepreneur. As a youth, 

the Chennai native scored 32nd out of 80,000 
applicants in the nationwide entrance exam 
to the prestigious Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology. He studied at IIT Madras, and later 
did his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering at the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New 
York, before embarking on a career in busi-
ness, technology, and entrepreneurship. He 
went on to garner 18 patents and co-found 
the Silicon Valley company Enlite Networks. 

From a young age, Krishnamurthy was fas-
cinated by societyõs big questions. He ob-

serves: òAll of the problems we seeñwhether 
religious, economic or politicalñultimately 

stem from a sense of alienation, whereby 
we divide people into ôusõ and ôthem.õ Base 
human emotions such as fear, greed, and 
craving for power come from this feeling of 
alienation, and taken to the extreme, result in 
the most appalling atrocities.ó 

 òThe solutions we seek must therefore 
have a spiritual foundation that can overcome 
these base emotions. By spiritual, I mean be-
ing rooted in the higher human experiences 
that underlie all major religions, such as love, 
devotion, surrender, wisdom, and gnosis.ó

Krishnamurthy also has an intensely prac-
tical focus. At Enlite Networks, he helped 
globally distributed design and software 

teams work together seamlessly, as if they 
were in a single virtual location. Krishnamur-
thy began as a product architect, but quickly 
moved into business development and field 
servicesñwhereby he could first-hand affect 
the culture change required to derive full 
value from a new technology.  He says that his 
personal journey into spirituality was vital to 
his effectiveness in these roles.

After leaving CollabNetñthe company 
that acquired Enlite NetworksñKrishnamur-
thy was teaching spiritual workshops in part-
nership with the Oneness University, a spiri-
tual school headquartered in southern India. 
In one of these workshops, he met the wife of 
LibForAll co-founder Taylor, who subsequent-
ly introduced Krishnamurthy to her husband. 
Later, Taylor introduced Krishnamurthy to 
co-founder President Wahid.

Krishnamurthy was inspired by the two 
menõs profound vision and unwavering com-
mitment. He says: òPresident Wahid is one 
of the most remarkable human beings I have 
ever met. Even when extremists attacked and 
vilified him, he never had a trace of hatred 
or anger towards them. He fought them from 
a space of love and caring for humanity. And 
Holland [Taylor] brought business acumen 
and public relations expertise, combined with 
a deep background in Islam and mysticism, 
which enabled LibForAll to achieve results in 
a complex and challenging field.

 òWhen I saw this spirituality in action, I 
knew that LibForAll gave me a unique oppor-
tunity to bring together all of my expertiseñ
in business, technology and spiritualityñand 
apply it to solving one of the most critical 
issues of our time.ó

Krishnamurthy points out that there are 
two ways that a Muslim can view Islam: 

either as a personal, essentially non-political 
source of spiritual meaning that unfolds natu-
rally in a believerõs life; or as a political ideol-
ogy used to advance specific worldly, and all 
too human, agendas. He and other observers 
estimate that 85 to 90 percent of the worldõs 
1.5 billion Muslims subscribe to the first view 
(or, close to it on the spectrum), while 10 
to 15 percent (the extremists) subscribe to 
the second view. It is worth noting that, of 
the group with the extremist view, a small 
subgroup comprises those Muslims actually 
committing acts of terrorism.

So then, the basic dichotomy consists 
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The work of the LibForAll Foundation

[10% of the worldõs 
Muslims weild so much 
power over the 90%] be-
cause the 10% are both 
well-organized and well-
funded, while the 90% 
are neither.
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